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ARKANSAS GOVERNOR SAYS HE WILL ALLOW VACCINE
EXEMPTION BILLS TO PASS WITHOUT SIGNATURE
written by Gabrielhuff October 15, 2021

During his weekly media briefing Oct. 13, Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson said that he will allow two similar vaccine
exemption bills to become law without his signature after Arkansas lawmakers recently passed the bills. They will
take effect early next year.
The bills will require employers to provide a vaccine exemption process for their employees by allowing them to
submit a weekly COVID-19 test or certify they possess antibodies for the coronavirus. Testing costs will fall upon
employees if there is no state or federal funding available, an event Hutchinson said is most likely to occur. The bills
may also increase unemployment claims.
Hutchinson said the law was unnecessary.
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“My objection is, first of all, that this is not appropriate to be considered in an extended general session,” Hutchinson
said during the briefing. “But substantively beyond that, these bills are unnecessary, and the debate on these bills
have been harmful to our goal of increasing vaccination rates in Arkansas.”
Arkansas officials introduced the bills in response to President Joe Biden’s Sept. 9 announcement of plans to require
all companies with more than 100 employees to mandate COVID-19 vaccinations or weekly testing. However, the
mandate has not gone into effect thus far.
Biden also signed an executive order to mandate all federal employees to get vaccinated, exempting them from
weekly testing options. He required immigrants to receive vaccinations as well to become permanent residents.
Hutchinson said the exemption law is also unnecessary because current law already allows employees to opt out of
the vaccine requirements for medical and religious reasons.
“In fact, based upon the president’s announcement, it is anticipated that the federal mandate will allow for weekly
testing for those individuals who do not wish to take the vaccine,” Hutchinson said.
Arkansas State Senator Jonathan Dismang said he believes both the federal government and the state should
abstain from integrating mandates into the private sector — a view held also by Hutchinson. Dismang said that the
question of vaccinations and testing would have worked itself out in the workplace.
Dismang added he is worried about unintended consequences of the vaccine exemption mandate.
“I think because there’s 90 days left, I think you are going to see a number of [employers] that are going to ramp up
their vaccination policies before this comes into effect,” Dismang said. “I think that there are a lot of unique situations
out there and this is a blanket mandate.”
Dr. Steven Breezeel, Harding professor of political science, said he believes Arkansas lawmakers are concerned
with unvaccinated employees losing their jobs and potential harm to individual liberty.
Breezeel also said the exemption bill is a really complicated issue and may ultimately be held up in the judicial
system.
“I’m not really sure this is going to go really far,” Breezeel said. “It’s probably going to be set aside or blocked by a
court as soon as it’s adopted, if it is adopted, in much the same way that the state law that prohibited local
communities from mandating masks has been set aside. So we’ll see what happens, but your guess is as good as
mine on a lot of that stuff.
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BEAUX OF A WOMEN’S SOCIAL CLUB CREATES ALBUM
written by Guest October 14, 2021

Written by Erin Booher
On Oct. 4, a months-long project by the beaux of women’s social club Pi Theta Phi (PTP) was completed and
uploaded for campus-wide listening.
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This project was an album, with one song done from each album in Taylor Swift’s discography. The album was
produced primarily by senior Connor Newsom, junior Jaxon Nash and sophomore Mary Kathryn Asencio, with
contributions from every beau in the club.
The idea for the album was something that came up spontaneously, as soon as Asencio was elected as the “Beaux
Mom” for PTP. The club is fond of Taylor Swift, so it was decided that the songs would be covers of her releases.
“At the time we came up with the idea, we had nine beaux, and Taylor Swift had nine albums, so it was just perfect,”
Newsom said.
They began working on the album in August. Newsom, Nash and Asencio first assigned a song to each beau, then
had them record once they had memorized them. Production was sometimes hindered by setbacks that made the
project more difficult and time-consuming than expected.
“We were working on the album at a time when all of campus had some sort of cold, so all of our voices were dead,
and we had to wait for them to come back,” Newsom said. “We were almost never all there at the same time.”
Still, Newsom and Asensio agreed that the album was a labor of love, and every moment was worthwhile. The beaux
agree that the experience was more than an artistic project; it gave them a chance to spend time together and build
relationships.
“There were a lot of times where the recording sessions were just so fun because of the people there,” Newsom
said.
Sophomore Cory Crabb was “beauxed” by PTP after production had started, and he considered the album an
opportunity for the new boys to be included and to connect with members and beaux of the club.
“I met a lot more people in the club because of this,” Crabb said. “We also bonded over cramming 12 people into the
tiny recording booth that should have held three people.”
In the weeks leading up to the album’s release, an Instagram account called @pithetabeaux began posting cryptic
messages and photos, pointing to Oct. 1. Asencio said that this promotion was modeled after Taylor Swift’s
promotion of her own music, which often contains obscure clues.
“[Taylor Swift] is known for dropping little hints, so I would study her Instagram to use captions, wordings or even
poses that she used in her pictures,” Asencio said. “As soon as we made the beaux Instagram, I started dropping
little teasers that people might not understand.”
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On Oct. 1, the cover song “Taylor Chant” was released, modeled after Kanye West’s “Donda Chant.” The album was
fully released on Oct. 4, after a private listening party was held for the members of PTP.
It is uncertain whether PTP will make another album or similar project in the future. Newsom and Asencio were
happy with the final product, but expect that they will not do another album before Newsom graduates in May.
“If that’s something they want to do in the future, that would be really awesome,” Asencio said.
Newsom credits each of the beaux for the album’s success and is thankful for everyone’s enthusiasm for the project.
“It was a great way of getting to know everybody because singing can be very vulnerable,” Newsom said. “They just
jumped right in and had a blast.”
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COLLOQUIUM OF LIBERAL ARTS NOW INCLUDES
STUDENT PRESENTERS
written by Guest October 14, 2021

Written by Shannon Keyser
The 2021 Colloquium on the Liberal Arts will be taking place every Tuesday from Oct. 12 through Nov. 2 at Harding,
exploring the topic of freedom and independence with the College of Arts and Humanities.
The events will feature guest speaker Dr. Douglass Sullivan-Gonzales — former dean of the Honors College at the
University of Mississippi — and, for the first time in the colloquium’s history, student speakers.
“It is a wonderful opportunity to have voices all across campus talking about something that is fundamental to us as
humans,” associate professor of foreign languages and presenter Dr. Whitaker Jordan said. “The many perspectives
will help enrich all of us and give us a better understanding, a broader base, a deeper knowledge of the way that we
can find freedom and independence in our lives personally but also as a community.”

6

The colloquium brings presenters from many different academic disciplines to foster connections between subjects.
“Students and faculty need to see the connections across disciplines,” Dr. Julie Harris, professor of history and event
organizer, said. “It’s one of the hardest things to do. The colloquium provides a forum to begin to discuss these ideas
and those connections. The value of this to the student is to hear the professors make those connections, but it’s
also important for the faculty to make these connections.”
This year’s theme of freedom and independence was inspired by 2021 being the bicentennial of the independence of
many different Latin American countries. Though Latin America will receive particular emphasis Oct. 12 through
presenters like Sullivan-Gonzales and Jordan, the idea of freedom and independence will be applied in a much
broader sense as well.
“[Freedom and independence] have a lot of different aspects to them,” Harris said. “[They] are really important to us,
but sometimes what we can forget is that they are important to a lot of other people for a lot of other reasons, not just
because they are Americans. That’s what the liberal arts does for us … we can see connections and meet lots of
different perspectives.”
Walton Scholars will be presenting the stories of their home countries’ independence. They are the first students to
speak at the colloquium.
“I’m really passionate about my country,” sophomore presenter Nikole Alvarado, who is from Costa Rica, said. “We
have this land that is ‘pura vida,’ which is like good vibes to everything. I think it has a lot to do with independence
and how we wanted to have our own culture. I’m really proud of our culture, from where we came.”
Alvarado says that the other Walton Scholars presenting are excited for the opportunity to present about their home
countries.
“Everyone that is participating in it is putting in all of their commitment,” Alvarado said. “It gives us the chance to
share our culture and who we are, but also for you as Americans to learn a little bit more [about] us and how we
actually are. We are not just single students — we have a cultural background … that comes with us.”
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FRESHMAN RUNNER LEADS THE MEN’S CROSSCOUNTRY TEAM
written by Bison Staff October 14, 2021

Written by Madison Meyer
Freshman Luke Walling led the Harding cross-country team as the top runner through the first three meets of the
season. Walling placed first in his first two collegiate races and was the first finisher of the Harding men’s crosscountry team in the third.
“As far as his accomplishments, he’s on his way to being one of the better runners in our history, if he can stay
healthy and keep his appetite for success,” head cross-country coach Don Hood said.
Before college, Walling played on the Cave City High School basketball team in Cave City, Arkansas, and joined the
cross-country program when it first started. His cross-country team won the Arkansas 3A State Cross Country
Championship during his freshman and sophomore years before Walling won individually in 2019 and 2020.
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“Everybody said I was fast and stuff playing basketball, so everybody just wanted me to try and do it,” Walling said.
“Turned out, I was actually pretty good at it.”
Walling knew he wanted to continue running cross-country in college and decided to join the Harding team after a
visit to campus.
“There’s good people here, and it gives you a sense of being encouraged to be a runner, especially since it’s a great
individual but team sport,” Walling said.
Every year, sophomores on the cross-country team select an incoming freshmen runner to take under their wing
through their first year of college. The idea was for the new freshmen to have at least one person to go to with
questions and for support through the transition into college life. Sophomore Tom Valente chose to Walling just
before the start of the school year.
“It’s just easy to be his teammate, and he’s a good person to have on the team,” Valente said. “He just has a lot of
energy, and he brings a lot of fun and charisma to it.”
Walling described the cross-country team as a brotherhood that encourages one another and holds each other
accountable for training to improve.
“Running as far as you can, you need encouragement and need that sense of responsibility to one another,” Walling
said. “You’ve got to hold one another responsible for running that many miles because if you don’t, then the team
gets behind and somebody else is going to be out there improving. Improving every day is what we thrive on.”
The typical collegiate cross-country race is 8,000 meters, which is nearly twice the distance run in high school
competitions. To keep up with the increased distance in competitions, Walling and the other cross-country runners
have two daily practices, including long-distance runs and weight training. Walling reported running approximately 60
to 65 miles every week.
“It’s not just race day,” Valente said. “He’s just ready to come get after it at every practice whether it’s an easy run or
workout. It doesn’t matter. He’s gonna come and put the work in.”
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HARDING SOFTBALL PLAYS EXHIBITION GAME VERSUS
DIVISION I TEAM
written by Bison Staff October 14, 2021

Written by Sophie Rossitto
The Lady Bisons softball team took on a Division I opponent during an exhibition game Saturday, Oct. 9, in Conway,
Arkansas.
Harding played the University of Central Arkansas (UCA) in the second game of the Lady Bisons’ fall schedule.
Harding is slated to play its final exhibition matchup of the semester today against another Division I team, the
University of Memphis. First pitch is scheduled for 6 p.m.
Head coach Ashley Reeves, who is in her first year with the Harding softball program, said the structure of exhibition
matchups is less formal than regular season games. The teams do not keep score, and they usually have a limit on
the amount of time they can play.
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Reeves said competing against teams from D-I schools would help the Lady Bisons identify areas to improve in
before the spring season. She added that her team kept the same mindset leading up to the UCA game as they
would any other matchup.
“I think as far as preparation and things like that go, we don’t change what we do,” Reeves said. “We grind every day,
and the girls are doing a great job of showing up each day and working hard and putting in the work.”
Sophomore outfielder Ashton Bryce said the team worked on fine tuning skills such as throwing, catching and
situational hitting to get ready for the exhibition games. Bryce added that this year, her team is focusing on ways to
improve on the success they had last spring.
“We came off a really great season last year, and I think our goal this year is to just build off of that and get even
better and get closer as a team and just work together,” Bryce said.
The Lady Bisons finished the 2021 season with a 34-12 record, according to the Harding Sports website.
Bryce said the fall softball games were canceled last year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Sophomore catcher
Chelsea Blankenship said she was glad to have the experience of competing this semester with her teammates.
“It’s all kind of new for us sophomores as well as the freshmen, so it’s really exciting to get to go and play in the fall,”
Blankenship said.
Reeves said that in her first year of coaching at Harding, she has seen a lot of potential in her players and is excited
to watch them play in the spring.
“I’m really looking forward to these girls competing at the level we’re going to need to compete at,” Reeves said.
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HARDING ULTIMATE FRISBEE TEAMS PREPARE FOR
SECTIONALS
written by Guest October 14, 2021

Written by Ella Duryea
Harding University is home to two collegiate ultimate frisbee teams for both women and men: The Sky Bisons and
Apocalypse.
Sky Bisons — the women’s team — has seven members this semester, while they can still play the 7v7 format, they
often combine with Apocalypse — the men’s team — to play in tournaments and practice. Together they play under
the name Eclipse.
Apocalypse, formed in 2003, has a 13 player roster and an impressive history — making nationals twice in 2011 and
2013. Neither team requires a try-out to join. In addition to official tournaments, the teams often reach out to other
collegiate groups for additional practice.
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From teams in Little Rock, Arkansas, to teams in Nashville, Tennessee, the Sky Bisons and Apocalypse host a wide
variety of competition. Recently, the team participated in tournaments with alumni teams consisting of players with
10 or more years of ultimate frisbee experience. The Harding teams met this challenge with positive attitudes and
were hopeful that the experience would later benefit their game. Senior Katie Huddleston values the team for its
ability to keep her active and engaged in a community.
“Exercise is a mood improver … it’s healthy for you, but the main focus of frisbee has always been family,”
Huddleston said.
Whether both teams are playing or not, the Sky Bisons and Apocalypse support each other on the road. Their
tournaments take them to places like Oklahoma and Tennessee, where they spend the night in a church that has
agreed to host them. Huddleston is proud of how her team represents Harding on and off the field.
“We go to non-Christian sports teams, and we circle up and pray with every team … we even have church on the
field when we are playing on Sundays,” Huddleston said.
Senior Justin Mills, Apocalypse team captain, shares this sentiment about the team,
“It brought me a family,” Mills said. “We go to tournaments and have communion with the other teams.”
While the team plays competitively in both sanctioned and unsanctioned tournaments, Mills puts emphasis on the
spirit of the team.
“We are a competitive college team, but we like to have fun,” Mills said. “It’s a good group of guys.”
With practice every Tuesday and Thursday, the team is preparing for sectionals in Tulsa, Oklahoma, on Saturday,
Oct. 16. The top three teams of the sectionals tournament will advance to regionals, where 16 teams will compete to
advance to the nationals.
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NOOMA HOSTS ‘CLUB WEEK’ FOR MEN’S SOCIAL CLUBS
written by Guest October 14, 2021

Written by Hayley Kate Webb
Beginning Tuesday, Oct. 5, Nooma, a local heated yoga and fitness studio, hosted a special week of unique exercise
classes tailored towards Harding University men’s social clubs. The men’s social club week at Nooma was inspired
by a women’s club week that took place one week prior.
Harding University alumna and Nooma instructor Allie Brown said she never imagined doing a club week for guys
because she figured they would not be intrigued by the idea of doing Nooma. However, following the women’s club
week, Brown said multiple men’s social clubs asked when they could have a Nooma week specifically for guys.
Senior Blade Decker, a member of men’s social club Beta Omega Chi, said that he and his friends noticed that all of
the women’s clubs were getting free Nooma classes and posting their post-Nooma session photos on Instagram.
Decker said that the motivation to participate stemmed from the fact that no other men’s clubs had done it before.
Other club’s members had similar thoughts.
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“It sounded like such a unique experience to do with Knights, and the fact that it was free made it an easy choice,”
seniorNick Delapena, a member of men’s social club Knights, said.
Brown acted on the requests, adding four separate exercise classes to the weekly studio schedule. These four
classes were exclusively marketed towards all Harding University men’s social clubs that desired to participate.
Brown said the class styles and times were specialized and restructured to accommodate the schedules and fitness
desires of the men.
“I wanted the guys to have the best experience possible, and I knew they would want to goof off with their friends,”
Brown said.
Brown co-lead all of the classes with fellow Nooma instructor and current Harding University senior Maygan Paul.
Brown said that opening Nooma up to the Harding University men’s social clubs was a fun and rewarding
experience.
“It’s been so cool to see people who definitely thought that Nooma was just girls doing yoga really experience the full
effect of what we do,” Brown said. “I love watching people slowly enjoy what I get to do and love every day.”
Decker said the experience exceeded all of his expectations. He mentioned that he knew Nooma was going to be
hard but that he was not expecting to be sweating through his shirt before the session even began.
“I had to stop midway through to go throw up in the street because I didn’t know where the bathroom was,” Decker
said. “Overall, it was a ton of fun, and I gained a lot of respect for the instructors, as well as those that attend
regularly.”
Brown said the Nooma men’s and women’s club weeks had a much better outcome than she ever expected. Brown
said she hopes that Nooma can make Harding University social club weeks a yearly occurrence at the studio.
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SPIRITUAL LIFE COMMITTEE HOSTS FIRST ‘EMPOWERED’
MEETING FOR WOMEN
written by Guest October 14, 2021

Written by Addi Province
The first “Empowered” meeting was held Thursday, Oct. 7, at Midnight Oil. Empowered is a monthly gathering
organized by the Spiritual Life committee of the Student Association.
“The goal of these meetings is empowering the women on campus to discover and use their spiritual gifts in worship
together,” senior Haylie Douglas said. “The idea was Malachi Brown’s, and the women on our committee kind of took
it and ran with it.”.
Douglas delivered the message from the book of Amos on Thursday night with the help of several other women on
the Spiritual Life committee. With prayer, singing, quotes, poetry and Douglas’ message, all available chairs were
filled and some in attendance sat on the ground. Douglas was encouraged by the turnout and deemed the night a
success.
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“The one thing I want to come out of Empowered is for the women on our campus to know they are fully capable of
the same kinds of spiritual gifts men are,” Douglas said. “If even one woman discovers that, it will all be worth it.”
Senior Emma Hayes wrote a poem called “Chapel,” and read it during the meeting.
“I got asked by Haylie Douglas last semester for her to use my poem in a sermon she was writing for one of the
classes she was in, and I said of course,” Hayes said. “Then a couple weeks ago, I prayed that Jesus would continue
to use my poems and that I would be able to speak them more, and a week or so later she asked if I would read the
poem portion of her sermon at Empowered.”
The Spiritual Life committee is run by sophomore Malachi Brown. The committee seeks to plan events and cultivate
an environment that can grow the spiritual life of students at Harding. They meet twice a week and stay in consistent
communication about upcoming events.
“I’ve always been pretty passionate about women’s roles in the church, especially after my sister became the sole
youth minister at a church,” Brown said.
Brown said some women on campus have voiced their frustration at the lack of spiritual leadership opportunities, and
this is the Spiritual Life committee’s first step to remedy that.
Students can follow the Spiritual Life committee on Instagram @spirituallifehu for updates and info on the next
“Empowered” meeting.
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TWO STUDENTS LEAD DOWNTOWN SINGING
written by Ryangallagher October 14, 2021

Every Sunday night, students from Harding University and members from the Searcy community come together at
Downtown Church of Christ for Downtown Singing. After being paused for the previous year due to COVID-19,
Downtown Singing has returned and happens weekly at 8:30 p.m. This allows for a two-hour long worship service
that focuses heavily on the singing and prayer to create a more exciting and uplifting service to start the week.
Downtown Singing is a completely student organized worship that is led by two individuals, junior Levi Huddleston
and senior Mak Oviedo-Rodriguez.
Huddleston first came to Downtown Singing because he appreciated the fact that it was student-led and organized,
and he wanted to get involved as soon as he could. Huddleston joined the praise team his freshman year and
participated until everything was halted due to COVID-19. After that year, the leaders at the time, Sean Alex-Smith
and Easton Laird, graduated or were about to graduate and there were new shoes to fill, and Huddleston’s name
was one that came up and thrown into the mix. The past responsibilities were then all put onto Huddleston who then
needed another person to help.
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Oviedo-Rodriguez had originally volunteered with Downtown Church of Christ by helping on the soundboard her
sophomore year. She only worked the soundboard for two weeks before COVID-19 hit. Though Downtown Singing
did not occur last year, Downtown Church of Christ still needed someone to run the soundboard for their Sunday
morning worship. Then Huddleston asked Oviedo-Rodriguez to do sound for Downtown Singing, which she agreed
to. After a while, Oviedo-Rodriguez was recommended to work with him at Downtown Singing.
“At first I was like, ‘I am not qualified; you need a Bible major for this; this is not for me,’” Oviedo-Rodriguez said. “But
I was recommended, and I got the position and everyone kind of knew because of how much I was involved, and
then Downtown Singing started, and the Lord has taken the wheel.”
As for the work Huddleston and Oviedo-Rodriguez do for each Downtown Singing service, they first find song
leaders two or more weeks in advance. On Mondays, they contact song leaders and figure out what songs they will
be leading and talk with them about it. Throughout the rest of the week leading up to the service, they fill in all the
other roles, like communion servers, door greeters and more. OnSunday, Huddleston and Oviedo-Rodriguez arrive
at the church as early as 6:30 p.m. to set up for the night.
“[Leading Downtown Singing] is weird because you are in a place of leadership and a place of authority over people
the exact same age as you, sometimes people that are older than you and oftentimes people you view as friends,”
Huddleston said.
Senior Sargent Erwin has volunteered at Downtown since his sophomore year when Alex-Smith had first invited him
to join. He now has seen the difference Huddleston has made in the Downtown Singing community.
“Levi has tried his best to open it up to be like, ‘If anyone wants to help, come talk to us and we will see if we can find
something for you,’” Erwin said. “He has also been more open to having new people. He has also made new
positions like door greeters and the new thing this year where they will have people standing in the lobby or the
corners that will pray for you or talk to you.”
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